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result in superficial consequences ranging from physical pain, di-
arrhea, and vomiting to more dramatic symptoms such as coma,
cancer or death.

While most of the U.S population is not exposed to doses high
enough to cause harm, handlers of pesticides, field workers and
their families are often exposed to pesticides in health-threaten-
ing amounts.  Insufficient illness reporting data systems, as well
as inadequate information on the chronic effects of overexpo-
sure, perpetuate the already serious dangers to which these sub-
groups are exposed.

Opponents of a medical monitoring rule contend that such
monitoring is unnecessary and that pesticides are safe when han-
dled properly.  The problem is that not all farm workers are af-
forded the training and protective gear necessary to ensure
protection against overexposure.  These workers often do not
have the resources or the confidence to speak up for their own
protection.

Opponents also contend that implementation of this rule will
be too costly to industry and growers and will drive farmers out
of business.  This argument is belied to the extent that both
Washington and California have implemented such rules with lit-
tle negative effect on the farming industry.

The chemical industry should be allowed to participate in the
development of an appropriate program that ensures the health
of farm workers and their families.  However, it also should be
required to contribute—either directly, through taxes or via an-
other mechanism—to the success of such a program.

In addition to a national medical monitoring rule, EPA should
consider mandating national programs for monitoring ambient
air and other pathways of exposure; modify registrations for
highly toxic pesticides that place agricultural workers in particu-
lar danger; and continue phasing out the most dangerous of pes-
ticides and replacing them with safer alternatives for use in
agricultural production.  On their own, state officials have not
been able to meet the challenge of addressing the issue of pesti-
cide use and farm-worker safety.  Federal implementation of pes-
ticide exposure monitoring rules is critical for the adequate
protection of farm workers and their families.
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