
Federal Appeal Court Orders Nationwide In-Person Dispensing Restriction on
Mifepristone Despite Telehealth's Conclusive Safety

A federal appeals court has issued a ruling granting the state of Louisiana’s request to reinstate a nationwide requirement that

mifepristone be dispensed in person at clinics, medical offices, or hospitals, rather than in pharmacies or by mail. This ruling is

expected to be appealed, is likely to be considered by the U.S. Supreme Court quickly, and its ultimate impact will depend on

whether the Supreme Court allows it to stand. If the Supreme Court upholds the Fifth Circuit’s decision, it would significantly

disrupt how many patients access abortion and miscarriage care across the country in abortion states as well as abortion access

states. 

Currently, a quarter of abortions across the country are provided by telehealth. The Fifth Circuit’s ruling ignores mountains of

scientific evidence proving conclusively mifepristone’s safety, including when provided by telehealth, and raises concerns about

increased barriers for patients who already face challenges accessing care, including those in rural areas or with limited

resources. Further legal developments are expected, and the full implications for access remain uncertain.  

For information on the current status of litigation and federal administrative actions that could shape regulation of and access to

mifepristone, visit our constantly-updated Mifepristone Litigation and Federal Action Tracker. If you or your organization

needs legal support or advice reach out to CRHLP’s SoCal LARJ, a pro bono legal network that helps connect health care providers,

patients, and advocacy organizations advancing reproductive rights and justice with skilled pro bono counsel. 

Thanks to our incredible alumni community, we reached our goal and unlocked the full $25,000 match on Bruin Giving Day. Your

support fuels the next generation of advocates, strengthens our partnerships, and makes bold, innovative legal and policy

solutions possible. Thank you for investing in the future of this work.  
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A new study published in the American Journal of Public Health finds that abortion bans may be associated with increases in

deaths during or within one year of pregnancy, highlighting potential public health consequences of post-2022 policy changes.

Analyzing national data from 2016 to 2023 across states that enacted complete or six-week bans, researchers from Johns

Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and the UCLA Fielding School of Public Health estimated a 9.2% rise in pregnancy-

associated mortality, equivalent to roughly 68 additional deaths, while noting similar but less precise trends in pregnancy-related

mortality and no measurable change in maternal mortality. The authors emphasize that these findings are highly uncertain due to

data limitations, the rarity of such deaths, and confounding factors like the COVID-19 pandemic, but suggest that abortion bans

may contribute to preventable deaths through increased births, reduced access to care, and disproportionate impacts on higher-

risk populations. 
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https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2026.308465
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In a watershed decision, a Pennsylvania appellate court has ruled that the state constitution protects a right to reproductive

autonomy, striking down a decades-old Medicaid ban on state funding for abortion. This marks a significant expansion of

abortion protections under state law. In addition to recognizing abortion as a constitutionally protected fundamental right, the

court held that the abortion coverage exclusion discriminated against pregnant people, a form of sex-discrimination the

ERA plainly prohibits. The decision builds on the earlier state supreme court ruling in the same litigation, which had overturned a

1985 case upholding the same Medicaid restriction under the widely discredited rationale that discrimination

against pregnancy-related decisions and health care are not sex discrimination. While an appeal is possible,

the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services did not defend the constitutionality of the exclusion in court and

Governor Josh Shapiro has publicly expressed support for ending the decades long discriminatory law as one that harms the

most economically vulnerable women in Pennsylvania. 

https://statecourtreport.org/sites/default/files/2026-04/commonwealth_court_of_pennsylvania-opinion.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/abortion-medicaid-constitution-99e28f10c901f5120b034545a865e09b
https://statecourtreport.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/pennsylvania-court-finds-reproductive-autonomy-fundamental-right
https://statecourtreport.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/state-courts-offer-protection-against-pregnancy-discrimination
https://www.pa.gov/governor/newsroom/2026-press-releases/gov-shapiro-statement-on-court-ruling-striking-medicaid-abortion
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The United States Supreme Court has issued a unanimous procedural ruling allowing an anti abortion center (AAC, also known

as crisis pregnancy centers)) to challenge a state subpoena in federal court.  The case arose from a subpoena seeking, among

other things, donor information, as part of a larger inquiry into potentially harmful misleading practices by the AAC. The Court

concluded that  the AAC showed a sufficient injury to First Amendment associational rights to be allowed to challenge

the subpoena because demands to disclose who donates to organizations engaged in advocacy can chill donors from

supporting them even when the information is provided only to the government and not the public. 

The Court drew comparisons to prior civil rights precedent protecting donor anonymity to organizations across a wide

ideological spectrum, underscoring constitutional concerns with compelled disclosure of donor information. The decision

was notable in allowing the AAC to proceed directly in federal court, rather than letting the state court first decide whether or

not the subpoena could be enforced. While the ruling does not resolve the investigation, it may inform and constrain how states

pursue similar consumer protection inquiries against AACs, even as the broader concerns about the legality

of AAC practices related to patient privacy and whether they trick people into believing they are receiving medical care from

medical professionals and spread inaccurate information about abortion and contraception, remain unresolved. 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-781_pok0.pdf
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2026/04/the-supreme-court-just-made-it-harder-to-investigate-anti-abortion-crisis-pregnancy-centers/


A Wyoming state judge has temporarily blocked enforcement of a recently enacted law that would make abortion illegal

beyond approximately the sixth week of pregnancy. The law, signed in March 2026 by the governor, was adopted despite a recent

Wyoming Supreme Court decision striking down other abortion bans. The high court held the prior bans on

abortion unquestionably violated state constitutional protections for medical decision-making. In granting a temporary

restraining order, Natrona County District Judge Dan Forgey wrote that the statute is likely to be invalidated on similar

constitutional grounds. The challenge, brought by Wellspring Health Access and other plaintiffs, argues that the restriction

unlawfully limits access to care, while state officials maintain that Wyoming retains authority to regulate abortion and continue

to advocate for a constitutional amendment to explicitly permit such limits. 
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Reimagining the future of reproductive health, law, and policy.
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solutions that advance all aspects of reproductive justice, and address the current national crisis of abortion access.

Manage your preferences | Opt Out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.

385 Charles E Young Dr E | Los Angeles, CA 90095 US

This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/08/nx-s1-5773333/planned-parenthood-urgent-care-medication-abortion-rural
https://calmatters.org/politics/2026/04/california-abortion-trans-subpoena-bill/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2026/04/25/birth-control-maha-abortion-trump-00889738?nid=0000018f-3124-de07-a98f-3be4d1400000&nname=politico-toplines&nrid=753be8d0-20f4-4397-b1a8-10604395059e
https://newrepublic.com/article/209218/terrifying-convergence-fetal-personhood-laws-abortion-bans
https://www.facebook.com/UCLAReproPolicy
https://twitter.com/UCLAReproPolicy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ucla-law-center-on-reproductive-health-law-and-policy/?viewAsMember=true
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1998161/1972583.378531175/
https://myemma.com/powered-by-emma-email?utm_source=e2ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=powered-by-emma-email&utm_content=emma-logo-template-footer
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1998161/1972583/?v=a

