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UCLA School of Law acknowledges the Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the traditional land

caretakers of Tovaangar (Los Angeles basin, So. Channel Islands). As a land grant

institution, we pay our respects to the Honuukvetam (Ancestors), 'Ahiihirom (Elders), and

'Eyoohiinkem (our relatives/relations) past, present, and emerging. 

O U R  F O U N D I N G  S T O R Y
A W A R E N E S S  T H R O U G H  T H E  A R T S

The Promise Institute owes its founding to Dr. Eric Esrailian,

producer of the film, The Promise. As the first feature film

to tell the story of the Armenian Genocide, The Promise is a

powerful example of the way art can connect history to

action. The Armenian genocide began in 1915, and in time

more than 1.5 million people would perish in an atrocity

driven by ethnic and religious intolerance. 

Following the film's premiere, Dr. Esrailian and fellow

producer Anthony Mandekic used the film's proceeds to

launch our Institute. "The Promise Institute is so named

because UCLA and the UCLA School of Law are making the

promise to refugees and people suffering from injustice

that we will create the tools and train the people to

address these crises." 

L A N D   A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/william-e-stafford


E X C E R P T  F R O M  "U N / S A F E"

K A R E N  M c C A R T H Y  W O O L F  /  F U L L B R I G H T  S C H O L A R

P R O M I S E  P O E T - I N - R E S I D E N C E

K A R E N  M c C A R T H Y  W O O L F ' S  P O E T R Y  E X P L O R E S  N A T U R E ,  T H E  C I T Y  A N D

T H E  S A C R E D  A N D  H O W  H U M A N  R I G H T S  A C R O S S  D I V E R S E  C O M M U N I T I E S

A N D  C U L T U R E S  A R E  C O N F I G U R E D  I N  E C O L O G I C A L  C O N T E X T S .

 

U N / S A F E  I S  A N  E S S A Y  W R I T T E N  D U R I N G  M c C A R T H Y  W O O L F ' S  T I M E  I N

R E S I D E N C E  A T  T H E  P R O M I S E  I N S T I T U T E .
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     The  2020 -202 1  academic  yea r  was  ce r ta in l y  a  un ique  one .  As  we  adapted  to
pandemic  cond i t i ons ,  our  body  o f  work  cont inued  to  grow  a long  wi th  our  t eam .  Our
s tudent s  proved  themse l ve s  r e s i l i en t  and  ded ica ted  dur ing  the  r emote  expe r i ence ,

and  we  count  our se l ve s  among  the  ve r y ,  ve r y  f o r tuna te  to  have  been  ab le  to
cont inue  our  work  i n  such  an  ex t rao rd ina r i l y  unce r ta in  l andscape .

     As  the  pandemic  un fo lded ,  we  worked  to  sa fe l y  cont inue  i n -per son  suppor t  o f
vu lne rab le  c l i en t s ,  and  use  our  scho la r sh ip  to  expose  r ac i a l  and  g loba l  i nequ i t i e s  

i n  the  COVID - 1 9  r e sponse  -  i nc lud ing  book  chapte r s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and  podcas t s .  We  were
pa r t  o f  l i t i ga t i on ,  on - s i t e  i n spec t i ons  and  negot i a t i ons  to  improve  cond i t i ons  i n  the
LA  County  Ja i l s .  We  moni to red  the  s i tua t i on  a t  home le s s  encampment s ,  and  we
ra i sed  i s sues  wi th  the  C i t y  about  the  ab i l i t y  o f  unhoused  per sons  to  she l t e r  i n  p lace .  

     The  work  o f  our  prev ious  Facu l t y  Di rec to r ,  E .  Tenday i  Ach iume ,  l ed  to  a  r epo r t  

i n  June  202 1  f r om  the  UN  High  Commis s i one r  f o r  Human  R ight s  on  s y s temic  r ac i sm
aga ins t  B lack  peop le  and  peop le  o f  Af r i can  descent .  We  r ece i ved  f und ing  to  ampl i f y
ou r  work  on  r ac i a l  j u s t i ce  and  have  used  i t  to  suppor t  e f fo r t s  ac ro s s  Promi se ,

i nc lud ing  the  Human  R ight s  L i t i ga t i on  C l in i c  and  our  Re imag in ing  R ight s  i n  the
Amer i ca s  pro jec t .  As  our  f i r s t  Rac ia l  Jus t i ce  Po l i c y  Counse l ,  newes t  t eam  member
P r i ya  Mor ley  wi l l  r e in fo rce  th i s  work  f o r  wide r  po l i c y  impac t .

    E f fo r t s  seeded  i n  our  2020  s ympos ium  b loomed  th i s  yea r  i n to  the  announcement
o f  a  proposed  de f in i t i on  o f  ecoc ide  -  a  wate r shed  moment  i n  i n te rna t i ona l  l aw  and
a  poten t i a l l y  power fu l  too l  to  pro tec t  our  c l imate .  We  expanded  the  cu r r i cu lum
wi th  i nnova t i ve  new  sk i l l s  t r a in ing  such  as  our  new  Human  R ight s  Dig i t a l
I n ve s t i ga t i ons  Lab .  As  more  o f  our  l i v e s  move  to  d ig i t a l  p la t fo rms ,  and  as  mis -  and
d i s - i n fo rmat ion  r i pp le  th roughout  i n fo rmat ion  ecosy s tems  th i s  work  i s  a t  the
cu t t ing  edge  o f  human  r i gh t s  and  the  d ig i t a l  f r on t i e r  and  t r a in s  our  s tudent s  i n
Open  Source  I n te l l i gence  (OSINT )  methodo logy .

     

     The  Fa l l  2020  Nagorno -Karabakh /Ar t sakh  Con f l i c t  between  Armen ia  and
Aze rba i j an  became  a  key  r e sea rch  i n i t i a t i ve .  We  compi l ed  a  pub l i c l y  ava i l ab le
Con f l i c t  Resea rch  Database  to  suppor t  f u tu re  scho la r sh ip ;  convened  a  h igh  l e ve l
pane l  and  r epo r t  on  the  r i gh t  to  se l f -dete rmina t i on ,  and  wi l l  soon  pub l i sh  our
OS INT  r e sea rch  i n to  r e l a ted  on l ine  d i s in fo rmat ion .  I n  Spr ing  202 1 ,  we  were  proud  

to  convene  our  annua l  s ympos ium  on  I n te rna t i ona l  Human  R ight s  and  Corpo ra te
Accountab i l i t y :  Cur ren t  and  Fu tu re  Cha l l enges ,  wi th  an  ad jacen t  prac t i t i one r s '

workshop .   

     As  we  l ook  to  the  coming  yea r  we  know  we  have  much  ye t  to  do ,  but  the
b readth  o f  our  e f fo r t s  and  the  power  o f  our  impac t  i l l u s t r a te  the  v i t a l  impor tance  

o f  th i s  work .  Thank  you  f o r  j o in ing  us  i n  suppor t ing  human  r i gh t s  -  i n  the  Un i ted
S ta te s  and  a round  the  wor ld .

 T H E  Y E A R  I N   R E V I E W 

Execut i ve  Di rec to r

KATE  MACKINTOSH



O U R  A P P R O A C H

-   F O C U S  A R E A S .  -

A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y

T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T

R A C E  &  I N D I G E N E I T Y

M I G R A T I O N

T E C H N O L O G Y

EMPOWERING

the next generation of
human rights lawyers

and leaders

GENERATING

new thinking on
human rights

ENGAGING

our students and our
research to drive
positive real world

impact

-   S T R A T E G I C  G O A L S   -



E M P O W E R I N G  A  N E W  G E N E R A T I O N
 O F  H U M A N  R I G H T S

 L A W Y E R S  &  L E A D E R S

-   S T R A T E G I C  G O A L   -



Taught  by  Danny  Vannucch i ,  f o rmer  Globa l  Head  o f  Impac t  &  Lea rn ing
a t  Amnes t y  I n te rna t i ona l ,  and  o f f e red  f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime  th i s  yea r ,  th i s

cou r se  o f f e red  a  maste rc l a s s  i n  l e ve rag ing  human  r i gh t s  l ega l
f r ameworks  f o r  r ea l  wor ld  impac t .

S T R A T E G I E S  F O R  S U C C E S S F U L  H U M A N  R I G H T S  A D V O C A C Y

F rom  i n te rna t i ona l  cases  de fend ing  v i c t ims  o f  ch i ld  s l a ve r y  i n  the
cocoa  i ndus t r y  to  de fend ing  the  r i gh t s  o f  the  unhoused  i n  Los  Ange le s

th i s  pas t  yea r ,  Deputy  Di rec to r  Cathe r ine  Sweet se r ' s  C l in i c  was  a
powerhouse  expe r i ence  f o r  s tudent s ,  f u s ing  domes t i c  and

in te rna t i ona l  human  r i gh t s  work .

H U M A N  R I G H T S  L I T I G A T I O N  C L I N I C

Th rough  h i s  30 +  yea r  t enu re  wi th  Human  R ight s  Watch  and  l ongs tand ing
ro le  as  Di rec to r  o f  the i r  I n te rna t i ona l  Jus t i ce  Prog ram ,  R icha rd  Dicke r

b rought  h i s  wea l th  o f  expe r i ence  and  i n s i gh t  to  th i s  cou r se .

P R O S P E C T S  F O R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  J U S T I C E

The  s t r a tegy  and  nuanced  expe r t i s e  t aught  i n  th i s  cou r se  by  V i s i t i ng
P ro fe s so r  James  Cava l l a ro  i s  i n fo rmed  most  notab l y  by  h i s  t enu re  as

P re s iden t  o f  the  I n te r -Amer i can  Commis s i on  f o r  Human  R ight s .

R E G I O N A L  H U M A N  R I G H T S  P R O T E C T I O N :

T H E  I N T E R - A M E R I C A N  S Y S T E M

I N N O V A T I V E  H U M A N  R I G H T S  E D U C A T I O N

Pro fe s so r  R icha rd  Ste inbe rg  cont inued  h i s  l ongs tand ing  ove r s igh t  o f
the  I CC  Fo rum  th i s  yea r .  The  Fo rum  works  c lo se l y  wi th  the  Of f i ce  o f

the  Prosecu to r  o f  the  I n te rna t i ona l  Cour t ,  and  i n v i t e s  i n -depth
commenta r y  f r om  i n v i t ed  g loba l  expe r t s  tw ice  yea r l y .  Student s

re sea rch  and  he lp  c ra f t  the  ques t i ons  and  prepa re  submis s i ons  f o r
pub l i ca t i on  on  the  Fo rum .  

I C C  F O R U M

Engaging leading scholars and practitioners allows us to enrich the law school curriculum with a

broader array of human rights courses. Our students graduate with the right foundation for

impactful careers. 



 Nobe l  Peace  Lau rea te ,  201 1

LEYMAH  GBOWEE

Repa ra t i ons  f o r  S lave r y  and  Co lon ia l i sm  Se r i e s
Women ,  Gender  &  the  Law  Se r i e s
Human  R ight s  Around  the  Wor ld  Se r i e s
Span i sh -Language  Speake r  Se r i e s  

A  conve r sa t i on  wi th  UN  High  Commis s i one r  f o r  Human  R ight s ,  Miche l l e
Bache le t  

Pro fe s so r  Emer i tu s

RICHARD  FALK

UN  Spec ia l  Rappor teu r

JOSÉ  FRANCISCO  CAL Í  TZAY

UN  Spec ia l  Rappor teu r

DUBRAVKA  Š IMONOVIĆ

Ca l i f o rn i a  Sec re ta r y  o f  Sta te

SH IRLEY  WEBER

Spec ia l  Adv i so r  f o r  Gender  

to  the  I CC  Prosecu to r  

PATR IC IA  SELLERS

UN  High  Commis s i one r  

f o r  Human  R ight s

MICHELLE  BACHELET

E V E N T  &  S P E A K E R  H I G H L I G H T S



G E N E R A T I N G  N E W  T H I N K I N G  

O N  H U M A N  R I G H T S

-   S T R A T E G I C  G O A L   -



     We pushed forward with research at intersections of our focus areas this year. Cross-

pollinating our environment and accountability themes was our work on a new international

crime of ecocide. Throughout 2020-21 we hosted a Promise Institute Working Group, bringing

together experts on international criminal law and international environmental law. The group's

work fed deliberations of an International Expert Panel which launched a new definition of the

crime of ecocide to much fanfare and press coverage in June 2021. Our Executive Director Kate

Mackintosh was deputy co-chair of the Panel. We also launched www.ecocidelaw.com, a legal

and historical resource, in partnership with the Stop Ecocide Foundation.  

     In keeping with technological advancements and their impact on human rights, we are

excited to be developing a new Human Rights Digital Investigations Lab. Assistant Director

Jess Peake is leading the UCLA branch of a collaboration with research labs at UC Berkeley and

UC Santa Cruz to make our three programs the combined national leaders in digital

investigation. She secured a University of California Multicampus Research Programs and

Initiatives grant to support Digital Fact Finding Training, through which our students learn

cutting edge Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) methodology to identify and verify evidence of

war crimes and human rights violations discoverable online, and to ensure that it is admissible

in court. As more of our world moves to digital platforms, these initiatives are increasingly

valuable tools for human rights work. One example of this is our forthcoming report on

disinformation in the Fall 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh conflict.

     Our annual symposium this year addressed International Human Rights and Corporate

Accountability. The symposium was followed by a dynamic and fruitful strategy workshop for

practitioners in this evolving area. Research in our Reimagining Rights in the Americas project,

directed by Joseph Berra, led to publications on the racialized impact of COVID-19 and a

chapter on the exercise of Indigenous language sovereignty together with Dr. Shannon

Speed, Director of UCLA’s American Indian Studies Center, and Odilia Romero, Executive

Director of CIELO.  

     One important force-multiplier for us has been supporting human rights-related research

across the wider UCLA campus. We have provided research funds to a broad range of projects,

ranging from forensic video evaluation of asylum seeker claims to universal jurisdiction for

international crimes and the provision of immigration counsel to indigent criminal defendants

in California. 

S Y N T H E S I Z I N G  T H O U G H T  L E A D E R S H I P

http://www.ecocidelaw.com/


D R I V I N G  P O S I T I V E  I M P A C T

-   S T R A T E G I C  G O A L   -



     In the spring of 2020, following the murder of George Floyd, our then faculty director and

current UN Special Rapporteur on Racism, E. Tendayi Achiume,  spearheaded a call from over

40 United Nations experts for the United Nations to investigate systemic racism in the U.S. The

call resulted in an investigation into discrimination against Africans and persons of African-

descent globally, which reported this summer. This chain of events has also led, most recently, to

US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken issuing a formal invitation to Prof. Achiume to visit and

report on the United States under the auspices of her mandate.  

     Our Human Rights Litigation Clinic launched in fall 2020 to defend the human rights of

plaintiffs at home and abroad through domestic US courts. Led by Deputy Director Catherine

Sweetser, clinic cases over the past year include a case before the Supreme Court on behalf of

children trafficked from Mali into the Ivory Coast and held in slavery to harvest cocoa on cocoa

plantations; vindicating the rights of a family of brothers, wrongfully detained for four years on

the basis of false evidence, through the Inter-American human rights system; monitoring

conditions in the LA jails during the COVID pandemic, and defending against the appeal of an

injunction that was issued to prohibit the City of Los Angeles from depriving unhoused people

of their property without due process.

     Impact through litigation is also a feature of our Reimagining Rights in the Americas

project. Director Joseph Berra is co-counsel on three cases against Honduras before the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights. He has been active in the International Expert

Observer Mission covering the trial of David Castillo, who was found guilty in the assassination of

Indigenous leader Berta Cácares of the Lenca Indigenous rights organization COPINH. We are

supporting a host of cases making their way through Honduran courts, and potentially to the

Inter-American human rights system, involving protecting Indigenous land rights, the

environment and resisting extractivist industries. 

 

     On the policy level, Berra and his students collaborated with CIELO (Comunidades Indígenas

en Liderazgo, or Indigenous Communities in Leadership) to map Indigenous language

communities in the Greater Los Angeles area as a step to identifying and so remedying policy

and service gaps. And we are delighted to share that work with the IEN Coalition (Indigenous

Education Now) obtained Los Angeles Unified School District Board approval of a $10M budget

to support Native and Indigenous children within the school district. We will continue

working with the IEN Coalition on a tribal consultation model for implementation of the

initiative.

G E N E R A T I N G  C H A N G E



The  Promi se  I n s t i tu te  f o r  Human  R ight s  Award
The  I n te rna t i ona l  and  Compara t i ve  Law  Prog ram  Award

Lega l  Assoc i a te ,  I n t ' l  Commi t tee  o f  the  Red  Cros s  De lega t i on  to  the  UN

BRADY  MABE

The  Promi se  I n s t i tu te  f o r  Human  R ight s  Award
The  I n te rna t i ona l  and  Compara t i ve  Law  Prog ram  Award

Resea rch  Fe l l ow ,  European  Cent re  f o r  Cons t i tu t i ona l  and  Human  R ight s

XUCHEN  ZHANG

The  Promi se  I n s t i tu te  f o r  Human  R ight s  Award
Assoc i a te ,  Mor r i son  and  Foe r s te r

L INA  JEMIL I

The  Promi se  I n s t i tu te  f o r  Human  R ight s  Award
Ex t ra jud i c i a l  Execut ions  Fe l l ow ,  Repr i e ve

RAMYA  SWAMI

The  Promi se  I n s t i tu te  f o r  Human  R ight s  Award
Fe l l ow ,  I n te rna t i ona l  Re fugee  Ass i s t ance  Prog ram  L i t i ga t i on  Team

ARY  HANSEN

One of the most impactful things we can do is place our students in meaningful careers where they

can be vectors of change in society. This year, six students received prestigious Promise Institute

graduation awards to support them as they enter their careers in human rights. We are also

directly supporting two of our 2021 graduates with year-long post-graduate fellowship funding to

enable them to work with leading human rights organizations. 

The  Promi se  I n s t i tu te  Award  f o r  T rans i t i ons  i n to  Human  R ight s
The  I n te rna t i ona l  and  Compara t i ve  Law  Award  f o r  LLM  Student s

As soc i a te ,  Wi l son  E l se r

JACK IE  KALLBERG

J U M P - S T A R T I N G  C A R E E R S



L O O K I N G  A H E A D

2 0 2 1  -  2 0 2 2

We  a re  as  gra te fu l  f o r  you r  suppor t  th i s
yea r  as  we  a re  proud  o f  our  work  i n  the
mids t  o f  such  sh i f t i ng  c i r cumstances .  

 

As  our  nex t  yea r  un fo lds ,  we  l ook  f o rwa rd
to  expand ing  our  impac t  on  eve r y  f r on t ,

and  a re  exc i t ed  to  see  what ' s  nex t .  Above
a l l ,  we  a re  proud  to  be  the  i nnova t i ve

home  f o r  human  r i gh t s  a t  UCLA .

 

We  i n v i t e  you  to  j o in  us  as  we  work  to
b r ing  human  r i gh t s  to  the  f o re ,

eve r ywhere .

 



F O L L O W  U S

promi se in s t i tu te@ l aw .uc la .edu

385  Char l e s  E .  Young  Dr i ve ,  Eas t
Los  Ange le s ,  Ca l i f o rn i a  90095

@promi se in s tUCLA

W R I T E  U S


